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The section on Germany is also very interesting. There was during the last 
years of the war an insistent demand on the part of the common people that they 
be given access to the higher schools. This promised, or seemed to promise for a 
time, a radical change in the German system of education which makes a sharp 
division between the common people and those who can go to the higher schools. 
The promised change was, however, met by a plan of organization that seems to 
preserve the spirit of the old aristocratic division between common people and the 
higher classes. Special privileges are now to be given in certain of the cities to 
especially bright children. These special privileges will take them out of the 
common school and the limited program which the common school offers and will 
give them an opportunity to go on with higher training. That higher training, 
however, does not promise to be of the sort which will introduce them to the 
intellectual classes; it is rather a training which will prepare them for service in 
commerce and in industry. The German school system has thus met the shock of 
a popular demand and has emerged apparently with the slightest possible modi- 
fication of its earlier organization. 

The ordinary school officer does not recognize the value of the Commissioner's 
Report. Other countries which do not have this official medium of communica- 
tion with the rest of the world are constantly referring to the Report of the 
Commissioner of Education of the United States as one of the most useful school 
documents issued anywhere in the world. It is impossible to review in any detail 
most of the sections of this report, but the foregoing references to the discussion of 
foreign school systems ought to arouse interest in the type of material which is 
annually presented in this report. 



Adult education. — The Los Angeles school system has organized a number of 
courses which are open to adults who have not had a complete education. A full 
account of the work that is thus done is presented in a pamphlet 1 which contains 
a large number of concrete suggestions about Americanization and the way in 
which it can be carried out in a school system. One especially interesting phase of 
this work is the report rendered by the home teacher. Teachers are provided who 
carry into the homes instruction which cannot be given at the school itself. Some 
extracts from the statement made with regard to this officer may help to give an 
idea of the work which is accomplished. 

"The home teacher during the month of March made sixty-two calls in the 
neighborhood and took thirty-five children to the different clinics in the city for 
various ailments. Arrangements were made for eight adenoid and tonsil opera- 
tions where the children's condition was a great hindrance in their advancement. 
Parents had to be convinced that it was absolutely necessary. This involved sev- 
eral calls. 

A mothers' class, averaging about twelve in attendance, met weekly with the 
home teacher and studied English, proper feeding, care and cleanliness of their 
children. 



' Elementary Adult Education in the Los Angeles City Schools. Los Angeles, California: Los Angeles 
City School District, 1919. Pp. 88. 
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Two letters of introduction were written for men in the district to procure 
work. One girl was placed in a good position at a good salary. 

Held three conferences with the Associated Charities' visitors regarding the 
families in the district on their list to secure thorough co-operation. Reported 
two new families in dire need and immediately procured aid. 

One mother, whose condition is hopeless, was cheered by procuring a wonder- 
ful wheel chair in which she is taken out daily to enjoy fresh air and sunshine. 
The children of this unfortunate one are being cared for in our nursery so as to 
help the mother in every possible way. 

Two sales of clothing, donated by six Hollywood schools, were held. The 
amount of money ($12.50) was divided between the Penny Kitchen fund, much 
depleted, and the fund for securing material for the Sewing Department. 

Milk and crackers are served daily to thirty anaemic children, at 10:00 a.m., 
under the supervision of the home teacher, this milk being paid for by the Holly- 
wood schools also. 

The home teacher, devoting half time to the big problems among the foreign 
women and children of that district, has tried to meet the immediate needs of the 
community: 

First — By visiting the homes. 

Second — By caring for the children's physical condition. 

Third — By guiding girls of the adolescent age when sex hygiene is so needed. 

Fourth — By procuring work for mothers and fathers of large families. 

Fifth — By giving immediate help in buying provisions when no other way was 
possible. 

Sixth — By co-operation with all welfare workers of our community in elevat- 
ing and educating our foreign mothers. 

Seventh — By helping these people to help themselves, and thus evade 
pauperizing them." 

Other statements follow these enumerating other functions which are per- 
formed by this officer. 



A general textbook on psychology. — It has been some time since a general 
textbook on psychology was produced. The standard books which have been used 
for some years in college and normal-school classes have held the field steadily 
and without any large promise of competition. Indeed, psychology itself has for 
the past few years been devoting most of its energy to tests and practical applica- 
tions in the fields of military service, industry, and education. Those who would 
produce textbooks under ordinary circumstances have been engaged in lines of 
activity that carried them away in some measure from the routine of class work. 
Professor Warren's book 1 which has just appeared is interesting, therefore, not 
only in itself, but also in the indication which it gives of the phases of psychology 
which may be expected to survive after this period of devotion of the science to its 
practical applications. Professor Warren is the editor of the leading psychological 
journal of the country, and as such comes in contact with the current movements 
as much as any man in the field. 

'Howard C. Warren, Human Psychology. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1919. Pp. jec+460. 



